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The True Face of Mount Lu: On the Significance of Perspectives and Paradigms 
ZHANG Long-xi 
( City University of Hong Kong) 

Abstract; From a hemeneutic point of view, understanding is always conditioned by one s own horizons and 
perspective, but the point of the “hemeneutic circle” is not to legitimize the circularity or subjectivity of one s 
understanding. How do we understand China, its history, literature, and culture ? What should be the appro- 
priate paradigms or perspectives for China studies ?More than twenty years ago, Paul Cohen argued for a “ Chi- 
na— centered" approach in American study of 19th- and 20th-centuiy China, but so far American scholarship 
on China has been more influenced by Western critical theories and social science methodologies and is far from 
“China-centered, ” and it has not taken native Chinese scholarship into serious consideration. By discussing 
several exemplary cases in the humanities, this paper argues that, with China changing fast and opportunities 
of intellectual exchange and interaction much improved, it is high time that we broke away from the isolation of 
“insiders” and “ outsiders, ” discarded the complacency of superior “social science models” or the arrogance of 
(Western) “theoretical sophistication,” and engaged the best of Chinese scholarship in an effort to establish a 
more reliable ground for understanding China and its culture. 
Key words; outsider; insider; perspective; paradigm 
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